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IN GRATITUDE

Among the most rewarding aspects of 

my role as the President and CEO of the 

University of Maryland Medical Center 

is hearing the stories of our grateful 

patients and families. Their testimonials 

embody what we strive to achieve every 

day for every patient: to deliver superior 

and compassionate health care. 

I am especially moved when a patient or 

family member gives back in honor of 

the care they received. Their gift goes 

beyond a donation. It is a tribute to our 

work, an investment in our future, and 

an opportunity for us to advance patient 

care, research, and discovery. 

We are fortunate to have many grateful 

patients and families within our UMMC 

community and are privileged to share 

a few of their stories in this issue of 

IMPACT. I know you will find each story 

to be inspiring.  

I am grateful to all our patients and 

families for trusting us with their care 

and believing in our mission. It is through 

your support that we continue to shape 

the future of health care. 

A Final Act 
of Kindness

Bert W. O’Malley, MD
President and Chief 
Executive Officer, UMMC

Professor of 
Otorhinolaryngology, 
Head and Neck Surgery

University of Maryland            
School of Medicine

Before his passing, Dominic Grimaldi 

set up a planned gift in honor of his 

care provider, Dr. Michael Benitez. 

Thanks to thoughtful planning, his 

gift will benefit the University of 

Maryland Department of Cardiology 

for years to come. 

E very year around the holidays, Dominic 

Grimaldi sent a gift of cookies or fruit 

to Dr. Michael Benitez and his staff. It was a 

small, yet memorable gesture of thanks for the 

comprehensive and compassionate care he 

received at the University of Maryland Medical 

Center (UMMC). 

“Dominic had an inpatient hospitalization 

following acute illness. With the help of our entire 

team, he made a significant recovery and was able 

to return to his customary way of living,” recalls 

Dr. Benitez, a UMMC cardiologist who provided 

cardiac care to Dominic for a decade. “He was 

always courteous, kind, and very unassuming.  He 

was always a gentleman and treated all of our 

staff in the office with kindness.” 

After Dominic passed away in December of an 

unrelated illness, Dr. Benitez received one final act 

of kindness—a planned gift. Dominic set up two 

charitable gift annuities in honor of Dr. Benitez 

and the University of Maryland Medical Center. 

“It goes a very long way when patients or their 

families offer their thanks for our efforts,” says 
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Dr. Benitez. “Most often, this is simply with a 

smile and a word of thanks.  It was enormously 

generous of Dom to make this contribution in 

addition to his words of thanks.”

Making a planned gift to the University of 

Maryland Medical Center is a noble act that 

conveys a strong commitment to the future 

of our institution and our patients. There are 

several types of planned gifts and it is up to 

the donor to decide which is best for them. 

Dominic established a charitable gift annuity, 

which provided him with a fixed income while 

he was alive in exchange for a sizable donation 

to UMMC after he passed away. 

A legacy gift can make a tremendous impact on 

a care provider, providing them with essential 

funding to pursue a new opportunity and/or 

advance their work.  Dr. Benitez plans to use 

Dominic’s generous gift to further the education 

of students within the cardiology program.

Because of your sincere 

dedication to help people 

live longer, Dominic 

and I were blessed with 

additional time. Time 

that I will always cherish. 

Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart.

“

”
“Specifically, I am hopeful that it will be 

used as a ‘seed’ to initiate and grow a new 

fellowship here at University of Maryland in 

Advanced Heart Failure & Transplantation,” 

explains Dr. Benitez. “Such a program would 

foster the education and training of future 

physicians caring for and offering hope to our 

sickest group of patients in cardiology.”

Dominic’s legacy of kindness and giving not 

only lives on through the future advancements 

at the University of Maryland Medical Center, 

but through the memories of all those who 

cared for him. 

“I will remember Dom as a friendly, down to 

earth, caring man who enjoyed the simple 

company of others,” says Dr. Benitez. “Always 

a smile, always a handshake, always a ‘thank 

you, doc!”

Peggy Thropp
Dominic’s partner, who shared her gratitude 
to Dr. Michael Benitez during our Honor A 
Caregiver campaign.

·
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A Gift of 
Gratitude

Doug and Erin Becker 

established the Becker 

Family and Sylvan/

Laureate Foundation 

Fund to Combat 

Hematologic Cancers

When physicians at a community hospital told 

Doug Becker that nothing could be done 

to treat his father’s lymphoma, he and his family 

promptly sought another opinion. 

Doug has spent most of his life taking chances 

on new and innovative ideas. His steadfast 

determination led him to establish and lead some of 

the world’s most prominent education companies, 

including Laureate Education, Sylvan Learning 

Systems, and most recently, Cintana Education. The 

same ambitious mindset applied to finding the right 

care team to treat his father’s cancer.  

Doug reached out to Dr. Curt Civin, a family friend 

and pediatric oncologist who is the Associate Dean 

for Research at the University of Maryland School 

of Medicine and founding Director of the University 

of Maryland’s Center for Stem Cell Biology & 

Regenerative Medicine. Dr. Civin directed Doug and 

his family to the University of Maryland Marlene and 

Stewart Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer Center 

(UMGCCC). 

“I always tell people that when you have a major 

league problem, you should go to a major league 

team,” Dr. Civin says. “When you have a lymphoma 

and go to a major league hospital, you don’t just see 

an oncologist who treats all kinds of cancers, but you 

see an oncologist who treats only blood cancers or 

even one who specializes in lymphomas. They will be 

very conversant in the latest therapies.”

Dr. Civin recommended specifically that Doug 

and his family meet with Dr. Aaron Rapoport, 

director of the Blood and Marrow Transplantation 

Program and co-leader of the Tumor Immunology 

& Immunotherapy Research Programs at UMGCCC. 

Dr. Rapoport is not only an expert in blood cancers, 

but his research is focused on creating the next 

generation of cell therapies for advanced and 

resistant forms of lymphoma and leukemia. Dr. 

Rapoport’s background and extensive knowledge 

about blood cancers gave Doug and his family hope.  

“Dr. Rapoport thought he could help my father,” 

Doug says, “and his approach was, ‘we are at least 

going to try.’” 

Next Generation Therapy

Doug’s father responded positively to Dr. Rapoport’s 

treatment plan and lived for five more years. He 

sadly passed away on June 4, 2021. The Becker 

family attributes the additional years to Dr. Rapoport 

and the comprehensive care team at UMGCCC. 
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at the University of Maryland. These CAR-T cells are 

more versatile because they can attack the patient’s 

cancer based on more than one protein displayed 

by the cancer, an approach that addresses cancer 

variants that are resistant to current CAR-T cells 

that can attack only one cancer protein. The clinical 

trial testing these next generation CAR-T cells will 

be the first-in-human studies using this approach. 

Another major focus is the development of a new 

CAR-T therapy for multiple myeloma and other 

blood cancers which was invented by Drs. Djordje 

Atanackovic and Tim Luetkens, two world-renowned 

cancer immunologists who recently joined UMGCCC.

“This research is very cutting-edge. It’s next 

generation, but there isn’t a lot of funding available 

for next generation CAR-T products,” Dr. Rapoport 

explains. “We are treating patients with a very 

advanced and resistant disease who have no other 

options for treatment. There is an enormous need 

for new CAR-T products, and we want to expand the 

diseases that can be treated with it—not only across 

the spectrum of blood cancers, but also to solid 

tumors, such as lung and breast cancers.”  

We’re living in an unequal 

society and finding solutions 

is not easy. Our government 

can do so much, but it’s 

never enough. I see private 

philanthropy as a catalyst 

for innovation and a bridge 

between government response 

and vast unmet needs—and it’s 

so inspiring to me.

“

”

Continued on back cover

“We feel the care that my father received was 

extraordinary,” Doug says. “The doctors and nurses 

were personal and direct, and the hospital staff was 

outstanding as well. We couldn’t have asked for a 

better outcome.”  

During his father’s cancer treatment, Doug became 

interested in learning more about Dr. Rapoport’s 

innovative cell therapy research. In recent years, 

immunotherapy has emerged as a promising 

treatment for certain types of cancer. A patient’s 

own immune cells, or T-cells, can be genetically 

engineered to find and attack the patient’s cancer 

cells. 

Since 1998, Dr. Rapoport has led six major clinical 

trials of adoptive T-cell therapy with more than 150 

patients. One of his most promising clinical trials 

showed significant success in treating patients with 

multiple myeloma. 

Dr. Rapoport’s focus is now on other types of blood 

cancers, including lymphoma and leukemia. He 

and his team are developing the next generation of 

chimeric antigen receptor (CAR)-T cell therapy using 

a tagged antibody approach, which was invented 

Doug Becker Kim Hankey, technical and operations director of the UMGCCC 
Cell Therapy & F.A.C.T. Lab,  begins the process of genetically
modifying T-cells.
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Through Grief, 
Families Turn 
to Giving 
For some families, a hospital stay ends in heartbreak. The 

passing of an infant or child is a devastating loss that no 

parent or family should ever have to experience. But, even with 

the best medical care, sometimes the unimaginable happens.

In the wake of their loss, some parents and family members turn 

to philanthropy. They give back to honor their child’s life and 

show gratitude to the doctors and nurses for their compassionate 

care. They hope their gift helps families in a similar situation 

and, perhaps, even inspires others to give. 

Two families, each of whom experienced a tragic loss, agreed to 

share their story with us—a story that is best told in their own 

words. We are grateful to the families of Kamryn Lambert and 

Tatum Elizabeth Benzing for their willingness to share such a 

personal story and for their ongoing support of the University of 

Maryland Children’s Hospital. 

The memory of Kamryn and Tatum forever lives on in our patients, 

their families, and the entire University of Maryland community. 
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Tatum Elizabeth Benzing

Our first-born daughter,  

Tatum Elizabeth Benzing, 

was born on June 12, 2017.  Within 

days, she was taken to the Drs. 

Rouben and Violet Jiji Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at the 

University of Maryland Children’s 

Hospital after being diagnosed 

with a rare disease called Infantile 

Myofibromatosis. This disease, 

which involves the growth of 

benign tumors, was in almost 

every organ of her body.  

Over the two months of Tatum’s 

life, the nurses and doctors did 

everything they could to help and 

cure her complications.  Although 

it was the most devastating 

experience, it was an amazing 

experience at the same time.  

The team of doctors and nurses 

went above and beyond. They 

made sure that Tatum—as well 

as we—received the best care at 

our most trying times. They had a 

wonderful bedside manner.  

Having the opportunity to be 

with our daughter each and every 

day is a piece of our experience 

that we are most grateful for.  For 

two months, we spent every day 

and many nights in the NICU. The 

ability to have our own room made 

it possible for us to share each 

moment with our daughter.  

To this day we stay connected 

with the NICU and the nurses 

that provided care. To show our 

gratitude, we have made in-kind 

contributions and host a basketball 

game every year in Tatum’s 

honor to raise funds. Tatum’s care 

providers even attend this event. 

Our ultimate goal is to name a 

patient room in the NICU after our 

beloved daughter. 

Our time spent at the NICU that 

summer will stay with us for the 

rest of our lives. Our memories 

will forever include the nurses, 

the doctors, and of course, our 

beautiful first-born daughter, Tatum 

Elizabeth Benzing. 

Kevin and Kelsey Benzing, 
Tatum’s parents

Continued on next page

Kevin and Kelsey Benzing lost their 
first-born daughter, Tatum, in 2017. 
Grateful for the compassionate care 
they received, the parents became 
supporters of the University of 
Maryland Children’s Hospital.

Pictured: Kevin and Kelsey embrace 
their three children: Parker, Tatum 
(whose remains are in the small box), 
and Carson.
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Kamryn Lambert

Working with the University 

of Maryland Children’s 

Hospital is a mission of love in 

memory of our granddaughter, 

Kamryn Lambert, and in gratitude 

for the care she received from 

the staff.  Doctors, nurses, social 

workers, child life specialists and, 

in the end, palliative care experts, 

all combine to give a quality of 

care that is indescribable and can 

only be appreciated if you are on 

the receiving end of it.

Kamryn was diagnosed with 

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 

on September 7, 2004 and 

passed away on September 3, 

2007.  These two dates were two 

of the saddest and most life-

altering days in the lives of the 

Lambert/Katzenberger family. 

Most would think that memories 

of a three-year battle with 

leukemia, that ultimately ended 

with the worst possible outcome, 

would be ones we would want 

to block out forever.  But the 

care, the concern, the positivity, 

and the incredible dedication 

to saving each and every child 

make it impossible to remember 

anything but the good memories.  

It made me want to help the 

amazing staff and this institution 

to be able to provide that to as 

many children as possible and 

perhaps help them to enhance 

the patient experience even 

more, in any way that I could. It 

was as much a selfish mission as 

it was selfless.

As we were leaving the hospital 

on the evening of September 3, 

2007, with a sobbing and broken 

father, he looked at me and said, 

“I just want people to remember 

her and know that she existed.”  I 

promised him that I would make 

sure that she was never forgotten 

and maybe even chuckled at the 

thought that anyone could ever 

forget that sassy little redhaired 

fashionista from the fifth floor!

The Kamryn Lambert Foundation 

was born out of this promise, 

with its first mission to provide 

gifts at the holidays for the 

families of the Hematology 

Oncology Clinic.  Our efforts were 

embraced by the staff who once 

cared for her and now felt our 

loss.  It was truly a united effort, 

and I will be forever grateful for 

the guidance and feedback along 

the way that helped me to help 

you.  We have worked together 

on so many projects over the last 

14 years, growing and branching 

out to other area hospitals, but 

our main focus and commitment 

will always be the University of 

Maryland Children’s Hospital 

because we know that Kamryn 

left a huge part of her spirit and 

an even larger part of her heart 

there.  

Debi Katzenberger,
Kamryn’s grandmother

Continued from page 7
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Eight years ago, the UMMS Foundation introduced the Honor A Caregiver campaign to recognize and celebrate 

our extraordinary health care heroes. Set around Doctor’s Day (March 30) and Nurses Week (May 6-12), this 

annual campaign encourages the UMMC community to make a gift to the hospital and write a message of 

thanks to a caregiver who has impacted their life. 

Since the start of this campaign, our care providers have received messages of gratitude from hundreds 

of patients, family members, and friends. Your thoughtful words have left a lasting impression and are so 

appreciated by our caregivers. We are grateful to all who have contributed. 

Honoring Caregivers

“We will never forget the 

incredible kindness and 

support you showed us 

when our baby was in the 

NICU. You were a rock for 

us—we will always be 
grateful.”

“Thank you for being so kind 

and caring. And for helping us 

understand what was going 

on every step of the 
way. You guided us as if we 

were your own family. We are 
forever grateful.”

“Your medical training 

and experience makes 

you a great surgeon. Your 

thoughtfulness 

and caring make you an 

amazing person. Thank you 

so much for all you do.”

Total UMMC 
caregivers honored*:

362

Total number of 
tribute gifts*:

715

Total raised 
to date*:

$134,432

“It’s been a year now 

since you saved my 
sister’s life! Thank 

you from all of us for all you 

did and continue to do! We 

will never be able to repay 

you, but know you are in our 

hearts with gratitude.”

www.ummsfoundation.org/

honoracaregiver

HONOR  A

*as of June 1, 2021

~ a patient’s parents

~ a patient’s sister

~ a patient

~  NICU parents
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Joseph and Corinne 

‘Peachy’ Schwartz’s 

longtime support of 

UMMC and belief in 

philanthropy lives on 

through the generosity 

of their children and 

grandchildren. 

From One 
Generation 
to the Next  

Many families have their own set of traditions. 

Whether it is a secret recipe, a trip to a 

special location, or a favorite song, these unique 

customs live on from one generation to the next. 

For the Schwartz family, their tradition is 

philanthropy. The late Corrine and Joseph 

Schwartz were major donors to hospitals, schools, 

and museums in Baltimore and around the world. 

Some of their most significant gifts were 

made to the University of Maryland Medical 

Center (UMMC), having been inspired by Dr. 

Mort Rapoport, the former CEO. They named 

the Joseph and Corinne Schwartz Division of 

Transplantation at UMMC and the Schwartz 

Stroke and Brain Injury Center at Kernan Hospital, 

now the University of Maryland Rehabilitation & 

Orthopaedic Institute. 

Even after Joseph passed away in 1999, Corinne—

affectionately known as ‘Peachy’—continued their 

legacy of giving and supported the University 

of Maryland Children’s Hospital in her final days, 

leaving a significant bequest to the Children’s 

Heart Program in 2018. The couple’s longtime 

support of UMMC and belief in philanthropy now 

lives on through the generosity of their children 

and grandchildren. 

“My dad once told me he gave to thank others for 

his good fortune. He wanted to give back,” recalls 

Richard Schwartz, son of Joseph and Peachy. “My 

mom had a favorite expression. ‘She lived to give.’ 

She just wanted to help people have an easier 

life.” 

Richard continues his parent’s legacy through 

his support of the University of Maryland 

Children’s Hospital and the R Adams Cowley 

Shock Trauma Center. In 2014, Richard received 

a tour of the mockup of the Drs. Rouben and 

Violet Jiji Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 

He was impressed by the new space, state-of-

the-art technology, and advanced patient care 

experience. 

“As soon as I walked out of the mockup unit, I 

knew I would be a part of your effort to save 

these little miracle babies,” he says. 

In the NICU, Richard named the Family 

Consultation Room and an individual patient 

room. He also established the Richard Schwartz 

Neonatal Research Fund, which he supports 

regularly. While asked to join the Children’s 

Hospital Board of Advisors on several occasions, 

Richard prefers to stay behind the scenes. He has 

since become a trusted advocate and a valued 

sounding board to the children’s hospital. 
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Richard is also passionate about trauma and 

critical care. In 2014, he named the Nurses’ 

Station in the Shock Trauma Critical Care Tower in 

memory of his sister, Roslyn, and in honor of his 

niece, Dr. Beth Hochman, a trauma surgeon. He 

has also given generously to the Shock Trauma 

Area of Greatest Need Fund. 

“Because of my dad and mom, I feel a need, 

desire, and a want to give to help others for 

all that I have been given. I must carry on their 

legacy,” says Richard. “It’s not exactly equivalent, 

but Spider-Man was told that with great power, 

comes great responsibility. I feel an overwhelming 

responsibility to help others and make this world 

a little better place.” 

Richard’s sister, Marcia Hochman and her husband, 

Harry, also carry on the family’s legacy of giving 

to UMMC, supporting both the medical center’s 

greatest needs and groundbreaking research 

in the use of immunotherapy led by Dr. Aaron 

Rapoport at the University of Maryland Marlene 

and Stewart Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer 

Center. Marcia notes that the end-of-life care that 

both she and her husband’s mothers received at 

the University of Maryland has left them with a 

huge sense of gratitude and appreciation. 

“Our parents modeled generous charitable 

giving throughout their lifetimes, so it is 

natural for us to practice that in our lives. 

Furthermore, as Jews, we have an ethical 

obligation to help our communities and 

to give to charity, which is the meaning 

of the Hebrew word, Tzedakah,” explains 

Marcia. “It also provided an opportunity to 

introduce our children to the importance 

of generosity—that they can make positive 

changes in the world and will hopefully 

carry on what our family has started and 

support charities for years to come.” 

From left to right: Harry and Marcia Hochman, Joseph and Corrinne “Peachy” Schwartz, and Richard Schwartz in a photo from 1991. The family’s longtime 
generosity extends across several departments at the University of Maryland Medical Center. 

·
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Dr. Aaron Rapoport (center) with his team of researchers.

Doug Becker: Philanthropy is a 

Catalyst for Innovation 

Clinical trials are expensive to conduct. Major 

pharmaceutical companies typically will not 

invest until the drug or therapy is proven safe and 

effective—a process that can take several years to 

achieve. Philanthropic support is essential, especially 

in the early stages of a trial. 

“Philanthropy not only helps us sustain our ability 

to hire, train, and retain highly-skilled personnel to 

make these products, but it is necessary to conduct 

the clinical studies that are needed to prove safety 

and efficacy,” explains Dr. Rapoport. “It takes a lot 

of money and resources to do these technically 

advanced studies, but if you look at the potential 

payoff, it’s really enormous.” 

Doug’s esteem for Dr. Rapoport is matched by his 

confidence in the next generation of CAR-T cell 

therapy. He was so impressed by Dr. Rapoport’s 

research that he and his wife, Erin, alongside 

Doug’s associated corporate foundation made a 

philanthropic gift to establish the Becker Family 

and Sylvan/Laureate Foundation Fund to Combat 

Hematologic Cancers. 

“I am personally indebted to Dr. Rapoport for the 

lifesaving care that he provided to my father,” Doug 

says. “I hope that others will be as inspired as I was 

to give.” 

A Baltimore native, Doug credits his parents 

for teaching him and his brother the value of 

philanthropy and the importance of giving back to 

the community. It is a powerful tool that can make an 

incredible and far-reaching impact. 

“We’re living in an unequal society and finding 

solutions is not easy,” Doug says. “Our government 

can do so much, but it’s never enough. I see private 

philanthropy as a catalyst for innovation and a bridge 

between government response and vast unmet 

needs—and it’s so inspiring to me.”


