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see through the lens of  
our partners in philanthropy 

Planned Giving 
in Focus



At the University of Maryland 

Medical Center, we are grateful  

to every one of our partners for 

their philanthropic support and 

commitment to our mission of 

delivering quality clinical care, 

educating future generations of 

health professionals, and discovering 

new medical treatments. 

 In this issue of IMPACT, we take  

a closer look at planned giving  

and the win-win scenario it  

creates for both the donor and 

UMMC. Thoughtful planning can 

provide the donor with generous 

tax benefits in the present while 

allocating funds to support our 

endeavors and help our patients  

in the future. 

 Giving is very personal. I am 

fortunate to hear inspirational 

stories from people who designate 

a planned gift to UMMC in gratitude 

for the compassionate care they  

or a family member received here. 

Others only know of our advanced 

innovation and research endeavors, 

and make a planned gift to be  

part of our new discoveries.  

 The stories featured on these 

pages will surely inspire and  

inform you on the benefits of 

planned giving. Our dedicated 

donors truly leave a lasting legacy 

on our remarkable institution.

Janice Eisele

Senior Vice President

UMMS Foundation

in  grati tude
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On January 4, 1997 ,  
Thomas M. Scalea, MD, FACS, MCCM, the 

Honorable Francis X. Kelly Distinguished 

Professor in Trauma Surgery, Department 

of Surgery, and Director of the Program 

in Trauma at the University of Maryland 

School of Medicine, and Physician-in-

Chief at the R Adams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center — joined our team.

 Under his leadership, Shock Trauma 

has grown tremendously — from the 

construction of the cutting-edge  

Critical Care Tower to the expansion  

of hands-on training opportunities for 

physicians, nurses and medical students. 

Dr. Scalea’s unwavering commitment to 

trauma care, research and education 

correlates to his team’s ability to treat 

more than 8,000 critically ill and 

severely injured people every year. It  

is no wonder that the R Adams Cowley 

Shock Trauma Center is a world leader  

in critical care medicine. 

 Dr. Scalea lives one mission: to give 

every patient a second chance at life. 

Most often, you will find him at the 

bedside fully devoted to his patients 

and leading his team.

 Through public health challenges  

and the growing complexity of trauma 

care, Dr. Scalea has enhanced and 

developed programs, processes and 

protocols that are recognized as best 

practices worldwide. He leads the  

most coveted and competitive 

fellowship program in the country for 

trauma care training, and is committed 

to providing time-sensitive critical  

care medicine to every patient in  

need of immediate care. 

 He has also been a prolific scientific 

investigator with competitive federal 

research funding. In addition to serving 

as a research mentor to other faculty, 

he has published 468 studies, 187 

abstracts and editorials, two books, 

and 75 book chapters on critical areas 

such as emergency medicine, shock 

trauma, trauma surgery, spinal cord 

injury and critical care. 

 We are deeply grateful to Dr. Scalea 

for his commitment to the University  

of Maryland and are proud of his 

outstanding accomplishments and 

innovative leadership over the last  

two decades. 

Dr. Scalea Celebrates 20 
Years at ShoCk TrAUMA 



just have forever been grateful for 

those nine days.” 

 Soon after Jim passed away, Diane 

and her family wanted to honor his 

legacy. Throughout the hallways of 

Shock Trauma and the University of 

Maryland Medical Center, Diane 

remembered seeing a number of 

plaques with family names hanging on 

walls. Because of the compassionate 

care she and her husband received, 

Diane chose to make a planned gift  

to Shock Trauma through a charitable 

remainder unitrust. 

 “Jim is the one who taught me  

about giving, so he would be proud  

of me,” Diane says. “He’s the one  

who always made sure we shared  

what we have.”

 In 2005 when Diane made this 

planned gift, the area around the 

medical center’s food court was  

undergoing a renovation. Both Diane 

and Jim’s careers were in the food 

industry, which is why Diane decided  

to name the area in Jim’s honor. On  

the first floor of the south building, a 

sign honoring Jim hangs on the wall, 

  early 13 years have passed since  

 Diane Boragno’s husband, Jim,  

 fell from the roof of their home in  

 North Potomac, Md. Paramedics 

came quickly to the scene and within 

20 minutes, Jim arrived at the 

University of Maryland R Adams 

Cowley Shock Trauma Center via 

medevac for treatment. 

 Jim spent the next nine days in 

Shock Trauma, where he underwent 

surgery and various tests. Each day 

posed new difficulties and  

uncertainties about his outcome. 

Through it all, Diane stayed by his side, 

living at the University of Maryland 

Medical Center. 

 As she reflects on those distressing 

days, Diane remembers the incredible 

amount of professionalism, support 

and compassion shown by the doctors, 

nurses, technicians and staff. Every 

person she met at the University of 

Maryland left such an impression on 

her that she still feels their sincerity  

all of these years later. 

 It was their sympathetic attitude  

that helped to calm and comfort her 

during one of the most difficult times 

of her life — from the instant her 

husband arrived at Shock Trauma to 

the moment he was removed from  

life support. 

 “Shock Trauma is probably one of  

the most incredible places I have ever 

been to. I was always in the loop. I 

never felt like the doctors and nurses 

weren’t telling me something. They 

were always so up front and so gentle,” 

Diane explains. “Being in Shock Trauma, 

gave me a sense of peace that is very 

hard to describe to anyone unless you 

are in that kind of traumatic situation. I 

Nine Days and 
Forever Grateful

n with a quote that reads, “Put your 

family first  — always.” 

 A few years later, Diane learned 

about Shock Trauma’s Life Partners 

Program, a monthly philanthropic 

commitment that helps Shock Trauma 

sustain unparalleled, lifesaving care. 

Without hesitation, Diane became a 

Life Partner. 

 Establishing a planned gift and 

becoming a Life Partner of Shock 

Trauma was not something that Diane 

and Jim had planned to do before the 

accident. But after going through this 

experience, Diane wanted to support 

the organization that worked so hard 

to save her husband’s life. 

 “In my heart, Shock Trauma changed  

my life forever with this accident,” says 

Diane, who in spite of her tragic loss, 

recognizes Shock Trauma’s important 

role in conducting groundbreaking 

research and advancing patient care. 

“When you see Dr. Scalea and so many 

of the same doctors and nurses still 

there — innovating, building and 

improving — I want to continue to be  

a part of that.” 
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AFTer UNexPeCTeDlY loSiNG 

her hUSbAND, DiANe borAGNo

and her family continue to honor  

him through giving to the r Adams 

Cowley Shock Trauma Center



UMMC labor and delivery nurse who 

commutes to Baltimore from Kent 

Island. “When I had my children, I drove 

an hour over here to have them 

because I trust these people with my 

life and my children’s lives.” 

 While UMMC is known for  

delivering a high level of advanced 

care, the aesthetics and equipment of 

the labor and delivery unit are in need 

of a major upgrade. The rooms are 

small and can easily become 

overcrowded; patients lack privacy  

in much of the area; and staff space is 

limited and undersized. Construction  

is underway and a brand-new labor  

and delivery unit will open in 2018. 

 “We are very much looking forward 

to our new unit. It’s going to make a 

huge difference in the lives of our 

patients,” says Amy, explaining that 

while her patients know they are 

receiving the most advanced medical 

care in the current suite, it needs 

improvements in both form and 

function. “We want our rooms and our 

unit to match the care that we give so 

that people can see we’re beautiful all 

the way through.” 

 This major project will upgrade 

obsolete facilities, provide for patient 

comfort and privacy, enhance the 

emphasis on family-centered care, and 

increase the efficiency of staff as they 

carry out state-of-the-art obstetric 

care. The new unit will result in a more 

streamlined, flexible process that 

provides the best possible care for 

mothers and babies, as well as 

 alk to anyone who works in the  

 labor and delivery unit at the   

 University of Maryland Medical  

 Center (UMMC) and you will hear 

a similar narrative — the advanced  

care that the medical team provides  

to patients is second to none. 

 “I pass two hospitals on the way  

here that have wonderful labor and 

delivery units, but there is no place  

like UMMC,” says Amy Brown, a  

t

labor and Delivery Undergoes rebirth
New, state-of-the-art facility to reflect UMMC’s high quality of care

4

The above renderings show the new, state-of-the-art labor and delivery unit will be nearly three times the space of the existing facility.
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enhancing the obstetric clinical 

teaching and research services 

provided at UMMC. The new space  

will be nearly three times the space  

of the existing facilities, and will 

accommodate at least 2,210  

deliveries by 2024. 

 “We will continue to provide our 

patients with the highest level of 

advanced care for which we are  

known in a new, state-of-the-art 

facility,” says Christopher Harman, MD, 

director of the Center for Advanced 

Fetal Care at UMMC. “We are thrilled 

with this opportunity to improve our  

infrastructure and upgrade our 

technology. Most of all, we’re looking 

forward to working in a warm, 

welcoming patient environment.” 

 Every day, the physicians and nurses 

working in the labor and delivery unit 

care for pregnant women and newborn 

babies with a range of complex health 

conditions. From diabetes and high 

blood pressure to alcohol and 

substance addiction, patients from 

surrounding Baltimore neighborhoods 

labor and Delivery Undergoes rebirth

5

labor and 

Delivery 

Campaign 

by the 

Numbers

30,500 The total 

number of departmental 

gross square feet in the 

renovated space.

The renovated space 

will be approximately 

2.8 times the space  

of the existing facilities.

There were 1,580 
births in 2013 and 

1,620 births in 2015.

590 The number of 

additional deliveries

the updated labor  

and delivery unit will 

accommodate by 2024.

Nearly 25% of UMMC’s 

cases are of major or  

extreme severity.

 
More than 60%  
of patients are from 

Baltimore City.

We will continue to 

provide our patients 

with the highest level of 

advanced care for which 

we are known in a new, 

state-of-the-art facility.”

Christopher Harman, MD, director 

of the Center for Advanced Fetal Care at UMMC

“

and throughout Maryland receive 

highly specialized care from our  

expert medical team. Every mother,  

no matter her medical history and  

socioeconomic background, deserves 

the best possible care during the 

intimate moment of childbirth.

 “We take care of so many patients 

who come from all around Maryland 

and beyond, who need more 

specialized care than they can  

receive in the hospitals where they 

live,” says Kristin Atkins, MD, medical 

director of labor and delivery at  

UMMC. “In addition, we take care  

of a lot of pregnant women with  

complicated medical conditions  

that affect their pregnancies, as  

well as providing specialized care  

for fetal abnormalities with utero  

fetal therapy.” 

 The new labor and delivery  

unit will be directly adjacent to  

the ultramodern Center for  

Advanced Fetal Care, and also  

includes a dedicated Fetal Surgery 

Operating Room.
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The Power 
of Planned 
Giving

  aking a planned gift to the University of Maryland Medical Center is a noble act that conveys a strong  

  commitment to the future of our institution and most importantly, our patients. A legacy gift, such as a  

  charitable lead trust, can also provide substantial benefits to the donor. 

 Through a charitable lead trust, a donor designates a specific amount of assets that are given to the University 

of Maryland for an established period of time — typically over the remainder of the donor’s lifetime. When the 

period ends or the donor passes away, the remaining funds in the trust are returned to whomever the donor 

assigned as the beneficiary. This type of trust allows the donor to give to the University of Maryland in the 

present, while ensuring that their loved ones are financially cared for in the future. 

 A charitable lead trust offers appealing tax incentives as well. By donating to the University of Maryland through 

a charitable lead trust, you can avoid paying gift or estate tax. Once the payments to the University of Maryland 

end, the assets left over in the trust are transferred to the beneficiaries, typically at a much lower tax rate. 

income 

Payment basis 

Taxation of  

income 

income Tax  

Deduction for Gift 

Final Disposition

of Funds 

Funds returnable 

to Donor 

basis for Finding  

Deductible Value of Gift 

Advantages  

to Donor

Value to Charitable 

interest 

Fixed or variable payments to University of Maryland.

Annual income is tax free to the extent it is paid to University of Maryland. Donor or trust 

may be taxable under certain circumstances. 

Donor enjoys gift or estate tax deduction, but will generally not receive an income tax  

deduction. 

Returned to donor or transferred to heirs as provided in trust agreement. 

In most cases, principal is transferred to donor’s heirs at end of trust term. Donor may  

have property returned if trust is structured accordingly. 

Estate or gift tax deduction for value of the charitable interest. 

1. Possible estate and gift tax savings. 2. Income tax deductions may be possible for  

value of payments made to University of Maryland. 3. Assets eventually returned to  

donor or loved ones.

Recipient of payments from the trust; may in some cases be beneficiary at death. 

Charitable lead Trust

A charitable 

lead trust  

creates a  

win-win  

opportunity  

for both the  

donor and  

the University 

of Maryland

m
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 bequests

• An outright gift providing the  

 satisfaction of extending influence  

 and interests beyond donor’s lifetime

• May reduce or eliminate estate taxes

 Appreciated Securities

• Charitable income tax deduction for  

 full fair market value of the securities 

• Avoid capital gains taxes that would  

 have been due if donor sold  

 appreciated securities

 life insurance 

• May enable donor to make a larger  

 gift than through a bequest or cash  

 donation

• Gift credit and an immediate income  

 tax deduction for the cash surrender  

 value of the policy 

 real estate

• Income tax charitable deduction  

 based on the full fair market value  

 of the property 

• Avoidance of capital gains taxes on  

 the appreciated portion of the value

 retained life estate

• Donate property, but retain the use  

 of the property (such as a residence  

 or farm) during benefactor’s lifetime

 retirement Plan Assets

• Distributed directly to a beneficiary  

 who is named to receive the plan  

 assets

• Extra tax savings from donation of  

 retirement plan assets, which are  

 subject to income taxes and may be  

 subject to federal estate taxes as well  

 for individuals who inherit them

 

 Charitable Gift Annuities Trust

• Immediate charitable income tax  

 deduction for a portion of the gift

• Fixed income for donor and/or   

 second person for life

• Income payments can begin  

 immediately or can be delayed until  

 a future date chosen by the donor

• When the gift annuity ends, assets  

 used for a purpose donor designates

 Charitable remainder UniTrust

• Immediate charitable income tax  

 deduction for a portion of the gift

• Fixed or variable income for donor  

 and/or another person

• Specified term (generally donor’s  

 lifetime)

• Income based on a payout rate   

 chosen by donor 

• When the trust ends, assets used for  

 a purpose donor designates
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the university of maryland medical system foundation  

appreciates the many gifts it has received over the years from grateful patients 

and friends through their estate plans. Your planned gift to the University of 

Maryland has a dual impact — providing for you and your family and, at the same 

time, securing a strong future for our hospital. Your financial and philanthropic 

goals can determine the type of planned gift that is best for you. 

 In addition to a charitable lead trust, there are many other planned giving 

opportunities available to leave a lasting legacy at our hospital, including:

CreATiNG A PhilANThroPiC leGACY

To learn more about planned giving 

opportunities offered by the 

University of Maryland Medical 

System Foundation, please contact 

us at 410-328-4525 or visit  

www.ummsfoundation.org. 



leaving a 
lasting legacy

open in 2018. (See pages 4-5 for more 

on the new labor and delivery facility).

“When I speak to the doctors and 

nurses, it is clear to me how dedicated 

they are to their patients — especially 

when they describe the direct benefit 

that the new facility will have on the 

people they care for,” he explains.  

“I’m very impressed by that.”

 An Ellicott City native, Brent’s family 

history is woven into the Howard 

County community. Many years ago, 

Brent’s grandparents bought a piece of 

land in Ellicott City; and in 1972, his 

parents built a shopping center on the 

 f given the choice, Brent Myers   

 prefers to stay behind the scenes  

 instead of in front of the camera.  

 As a longtime professional  

photographer, Brent has never  

been one to crave attention or the  

spotlight — especially in recognition  

of his own goodwill. 

 “I’ve always had the spirit of helping 

people and God has been good to me,” 

says Brent, following a $2.75 million gift 

and bequest intention he made to the 

University of Maryland Medical Center’s 

(UMMC) labor and delivery unit, which 

is under renovation and scheduled to 

property, which is now prime real 

estate for restaurants and retail. 

 Before the construction of the 

shopping center, Brent grew up on  

the property and at a young age,  

gravitated toward two passions —

photography and flying. After  

graduating from Howard High School 

and later Towson University, he worked 

as a photography counselor at a local 

camp and took up flying lessons. 

 Brent taught flying for three years 

before he settled into a television 

career at WJZ-13, where he worked 

behind the scenes as a video editor  

Through a major gift and bequest intention, 
Brent Myers will benefit mothers and babies in 
the new labor and delivery unit

I
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Christopher Harman, MD, director of the Center for Advanced Fetal Care speaking to Brent Myers. 
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in the news department for 26 years. 

His passion also led him to become a 

regular freelance photographer and 

videographer for UMMC. For several 

years, Brent documented countless 

operations, grand rounds, and other 

happenings around the hospital. 

 It is through his longtime work  

at UMMC that he learned how  

philanthropy impacts and benefits 

patient care and research. In 2014, 

Brent made his first major  

commitment — $25,000 to the  

Drs. Rouben and Violet Jiji Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit (NICU) and named 

rooms in memory of both his mother, 

Charlotte, and his father, Carl. His 

generosity, however, did not stop there 

as he donated two additional rooms in 

memory of his grandparents. 

 Brent’s most recent decision to make 

a commitment to the new labor and 

delivery unit stems from the impact 

philanthropy had on the Drs. Rouben 

and Violet Jiji NICU, which now has  

the capacity to care for more critically 

ill infants and preemies than ever 

before in a state-of-the-art facility. 

 He saw an immense need for funding 

in the labor and delivery unit, and knew 

that a planned gift would be a great 

benefit to future mothers and babies. 

 “Planned giving allows me to allocate 

my gift in an intelligent way that 

produces the most benefit to UMMC 

and to me personally,” Brent says.  

“It means a lot to know now, while I’m 

still here, that these gifts will continue 

to help many people in the future.” 

 Brent remains humble when speaking 

about the impact he has made and will 

continue to make at UMMC. He  

attributes his generosity to his parents’ 

influence and feels guided to help those 

who are less fortunate. “We are stewards 

of our property while we are here on 

Earth,” he says, “and then we pass it on.” 

Baltimore city police department Justice assistance grant program: helps victims of intimate partner 

violence through the R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center Violence Prevention Program Bridge Program.

christopher l. moseley foundation: supports research to advance the mechanistic understanding and 

clinical application of cell-based therapies in children with dilated cardiomyopathy.

christopher and dana reeve foundation: helps to purchase basketball wheelchairs for the Adapted Sports 

Program at the University of Maryland Rehabilitation and Orthopaedic Institute.

governor’s office of crime control and prevention: helps victims of intimate partner violence through the  

R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center Violence Prevention Program Bridge Program.

open society institute-Baltimore: implements a program that will train emergency department physicians 

to provide effective pharmacotherapy for opioid dependent patients while these individuals are still in the 

emergency department setting.

pnc foundation: benefits the Mother Goose on the Loose Goslings Program in the Drs. Rouben and Violet 

Jiji Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Quality health foundation: benefits the University of Maryland Children’s Hospital Breathmobile providing 

asthma care to Baltimore City schoolchildren.

state farm mutual automobile insurance company: supports the R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center 

Trauma Prevention Program’s efforts to educate high school students about the consequences of impaired 

and distracted driving.

susan g. Komen maryland: supports Latinas United for Cancer Health and Awareness, an initiative  

of the Baltimore City Cancer Program in the University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum 

Comprehensive Cancer Center.

GrANTS reCeiVeD 

The UniversiTy of Maryland Medical sysTeM foUndaTion is grateful for all  

philanthropic support, including the support received from corporations, 

foundations, and local governments. recent grant support to the foundation 

includes: 

FroM oCTober 2016 ThroUGh APril 2017

Planned giving allows  

me to allocate my gift  

in an intelligent way  

that produces the most 

benefit to UMMC and  

to me personally.”

Brent Myers

“



 Learning about the Drs. Rouben and 

Violet Jiji NICU left an impression on 

the children, Erica explains. 

 As infants, some of them were cared 

for in a NICU while others knew of 

family members who received 

treatment there. “The students were 

just astounded about how small a baby 

can actually be born,” she said. “It 

really left an impact on them as far as 

the amount of machinery and materials 

the babies need to survive. They asked 

a thousand questions.”

 The majority of Gilman’s elementary-

aged students participated in the 

Read-A-Thon, raising funds to support 

the renovation of a patient room. The 

upgraded, state-of-the-art room is  

one of 52 individual rooms in the  

Drs. Rouben and Violet Jiji NICU that 

offers parents and infants more  

privacy and comfort. 

 anging outside of a private  

 patient room within the Drs. Rouben  

 and Violet Jiji Neonatal Intensive  

 Care Unit (NICU) is a sign that  

acknowledges a substantial  

contribution made by elementary- 

aged students from Gilman Lower 

School in Baltimore. While the sign 

simply reads, “Generously Funded by 

Gilman Lower School,” it holds a  

much deeper message. 

 Children in kindergarten through  

fifth grade raised more than $27,000 

for the Drs. Rouben and Violet Jiji  

NICU through Gilman’s annual 

Read-A-Thon, an outreach event that 

pairs reading and philanthropy. During 

a three-week period, each student 

keeps track of the number of minutes 

or hours they read, and sponsors make 

donations based on their time. Every 

year, the school chooses a local charity 

that benefits children. 

 “The Read-A-Thon  

gives these kids a kind  

of perspective that  

things aren’t easy for 

everyone. It gives them  

an appreciation for their 

health, an appreciation  

for the lives they have 

right now, and an 

empathy for other 

people,” explains Erica 

Hudson, a second  

grade teacher at Gilman 

who coordinates the  

Read-A-Thon. “At a  

young age, they realize,  

‘I’m fortunate in a lot  

of different ways and I  

want to work hard to  

give something back.’”

 Fourth grader Jackson Heether  

had the opportunity to attend the 

NICU’s ribbon cutting and see  

the exact room that he and his  

classmates supported. 

 “I was super excited and the place 

was amazing. They did a great job  

with the building so the doctors  

and nurses can do their jobs really 

well,” Jackson said. 

 Second grader Liam Higgins  

enjoyed participating in the 

Read-A-Thon and learning about  

the NICU. “You think it’s just  

reading and you’re just raising 

money, but when you think about  

it you’re raising money for a good 

cause, so it’s a really good thing,”  

he says. 

 The boys took great pride in the 

Read-A-Thon that benefitted the  

Drs. Rouben and Violet Jiji NICU,  

Erica explains. Many 

times during class,  

they asked for extra 

minutes to read and 

were eager to learn 

more about how the 

NICU cares for infants. 

   “Seeing Gilman’s  

name on the room  

was the real prize for 

them. They are so proud 

of that,” Erica says. 

“One of the boys 

commented that years 

from now, the sign is  

still going to be there.  

         He said, ‘How cool is  

         that? I’ll be able to say  

         I went to that school   

                 and helped these   

        babies.’” 

H
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Three of the students who participated in Gilman’s Read-A-Thon and attended the 
ribbon cutting for the Drs. Rouben and Violet Jiji NICU. They are Sawyer Enright,  
C.J. Wasson, and Jackson Heether. 

Being philanthropic can happen at any age as students raise more than 
$27,000 for the drs. rouben and violet Jiji neonatal intensive care unit

The fUTUre 
of Philanthropy
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how would you describe the mission 

of the University of Maryland Medical 

Center?

As an academic medical center, we 

have the mission to deliver the  

highest quality of clinical care to our 

patients. We also have a mission that 

includes educating the future health 

care workforce. So that means as we 

are delivering care today in our  

organization, we are constantly 

thinking about how we are delivering 

care into the future — and that is a  

very unique mission. 

What is value-based health care  

and why is it important? 

Value-based health care is a very 

specific calculation. We define value  

as the quality of care that we  

provide multiplied by our outcomes 

and divided by our costs. All of us  

have a responsibility to every one  

of these variables because for us  

to succeed, we have to deliver value  

to our patients. 

 Baltimore is one of the most  

competitive health care markets in  

the country, which means that for  

many of our patients, they have a 

choice. Our performance, the 

experience of our patients, and  

the value that we define will drive  

some of our long-term success. 

Why do you prioritize community 

engagement? 

It is important for us to be present in  

the surrounding neighborhoods and 

connect with residents of Baltimore  

City outside of the walls of this medical 

center. An anchor institution is defined  

as an institution that is synonymous  

with a city. We are an anchor institution 

not only because we deliver great  

health care, but also because of all of  

the work we routinely do to connect to 

our community. At UMMC, we have a 

desire and responsibility to improve the 

social and environmental conditions of 

our community. We have several 

programs that focus on health,  

violence, youth and education, and 

economic development. 

 Examples include our Violence 

Prevention Program, which is designed 

to reduce the frequency and the 

severity of violent injury and criminal 

activity among persons living in and 

around Baltimore City. 

 We also partner with local schools  

to offer students, their families and 

their communities a range of support 

and services, such as sponsoring a 

career day and donating school 

supplies and uniforms. 

 Community engagement is important 

for all of us and these examples are 

only a fraction of our presence 

throughout Baltimore.

What is your vision for the University  

of Maryland Medical Center?

It is my vision that the University  

of Maryland Medical Center will  

achieve and continue to have national 

recognition as a leader in the  

transformation of health care by 

providing innovative health services, 

which have exceptional value within  

a culture that fosters compassion,  

collaboration and connectivity.

how does philanthropy fit into  

your vision?

The power of philanthropy should not  

be underestimated. Philanthropy helps  

to fund groundbreaking capital  

projects as well as support cutting-

edge programs and research that 

otherwise may go unfunded. When a 

donor makes a gift, they are supporting 

the vision of the hospital. It is important 

for us to continue to sustain and 

develop philanthropic partnerships, 

which ultimately benefit the patients 

we care for every day. 

WiTh Dr. MohAN SUNThAQ&a

Mohan Suntha, MD, MbA, is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 

University of Maryland Medical Center, a role that he began in September 2016.  

Dr. Suntha has been part of the University of Maryland Medical Center and the 

University of Maryland School of Medicine for his entire professional career, 

spanning more than two decades. 

 Dr. Suntha’s focus is to ensure that the University of Maryland continues to 

deliver the highest quality of care to patients while fostering education and 

innovation. He also recognizes potential challenges in the health care industry 

and new opportunities for the institution to explore. 

 As he approaches his one-year anniversary as President and CEO of the 

University of Maryland Medical Center, Dr. Suntha shares his thoughts on the 

medical center and where he sees it going in the future. 

Mohan Suntha, MD, MBA, President and Chief Executive Officer

University of Maryland Medical Center, The Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum 

Professor of Radiation Oncology, University of Maryland School of Medicine
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More than 1,400 people gathered in  

the Baltimore Convention Center on 

April 22 for the R Adams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center Gala, an annual benefit 

that honors the everyday heroes from 

Shock Trauma’s extraordinary medical 

teams and the state of Maryland’s elite 

system of trauma care. 

 More than $1.3 million was raised to 

support the programs and research of 

the Center for Injury Prevention and 

Policy, an essential component of the 

Shock Trauma Center’s mission to 

improve the lives and health of the 

community. The presenting sponsors 

for the gala were The Whiting-Turner 

Contracting Company and the Law 

Offices of Peter Angelos, and  

a full list of sponsors can be found on 

the UMMS Foundation website. 

 “The annual gala is a wonderful event 

that recognizes the important role that 

our medical teams and our partners 

within the Emergency Medical Services 

System play in our community,” 

explains Janice Eisele, senior vice 

president of the UMMS Foundation.

 During the gala, guests heard stories 

of two remarkable patients, Thomas 

“TJ” Scanlon and Douglas Wetzel. Both 

men survived thanks to coordinated 

efforts among emergency and medical 

personnel. Dr. Thomas Scalea was also 

recognized for his 20th anniversary as 

the physician-in-chief of the Shock  

Trauma Center.

1.  98 heroes were honored at the gala 

2.  Mohan Suntha, MD, MBA, President and CEO,  
 UMMC, and Andrew Pollak, MD, Chief of  
 Orthopaedics, UMMC

3. Congressman C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger,  
 Thomas M. Scalea, MD, and Senator  
 Francis X. Kelly, Jr.

4. Karen Doyle, Senior Vice President of  
 Nursing & Operations for the R Adams  
 Cowley Shock Trauma Center, with her  
 husband, Steve Nawrozki

5. Greta Van Susteren, Congressman C.A.  
 Dutch Ruppersberger, John Coale,  
 Trip Dryden, and Gloria Dryden

6. Mayor Catherine Pugh and Robert Chrencik,  
 President and CEO, UMMS
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